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pnesident and CEO, Alan Kramen compares this
to Authentec's AES3500, which at 128 x
128mm provides less than half the coverage,

The TouchStnio embedded biometnic
sybsystem can be used in mobile devices, such
as mobile phones and PDAs. A futune tnend,
could be the secune pontability of data, using
flash and exbernal hard drives, PCs and
peniphenals ane anothen anea for use.

The company is the leading supplier. fon
biometric notebooks, IBM has combined
TouchStnip with its Embedded Security

Subsystem in its ThinkPad T43 notebooks,
using the Intel Centr ino mobile technology
platfonm to replace passwofds wrth a
f inger-swipe and single password for
a  c o n r  r n o  c i n n - n n

TouchStr ip f in gerpnint authentif icatron solu|ion
combines the TCS3 silicon-based stnp senson
fon data acquisition and the TCD4 ASIC for
fingerprint matching and secune data transfen

PerfectMatch software uses biomeric
algonithms to match fingerpr ints from a
stored database.

wt
D O (

W€
tha

sch
trlk
en(
mo
r€b
utx
sto
de!

eltg

arx

..1
T

I

I

T

I
Nei

tak

a t l

Cet

f|.o

A

Tra

Intl

ele

las

Ko
a s
anl

Gonferclnce concentrates on commencial ist ion
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Laren rhis month, the IEE wil l  hoid the
lntennational Conference on Commer.cial ising
Technology and Innovation at London's Savoy
Place [Wednesday 14 and Thunsday 15
September]. The topical issues to be covened
ane medical and security and how these can
drive business gnowth.

lT security is one topic, including the
incneased need fon data protection, tnusted
computing, secure system development and
secure use.

Another topic covened is secune mobile
communica t ions ,  Th is  i s  a  gnowing concenn
fon mobile communications netwonks, as new
ways to spfead viruses and wofms increase,
togethen with digital devices being
intnoduced and new aooroaches to
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intercepting communications.
A thind anea to be covered s disasten

pnedict ion, detection and recovery and the
need to understand the technology and
systems requined to prevent both natur.al and
- ^ ^  * ^ i ^  f , i ^ ^ - + ^ ^ ^
r r r o t  t - t  i l o u E  u t D d D L E t  J ,

Thene wil l  also be a fonum on medical
electnonics, discussing electnonics and
technologies being developed in Eur.ope and
how to undenstand and nespond to healthcane
needs, looking at f fends and chal lenges for the
electnonics industny. Ubiquitous computing,
whene computens wil l  be embedded to intefact
with sensons and actuators, could br. inq about
the nealisation of weanable
sensors/computing, as well  es mobile
computing to help, fon example in a hospital

envinonment, or tnanspoft and energy lse.
Speakens at the conference include Sony's

Tsugio Makimoto, Arm's Sin Robin Saxty.
Micnosoft UK's chief secunity adviser: Ed
Gibson, David Litchfield, managing dinecron
NGS Software, Mank Cox, head of secu.rly
response team, Red Hay and Vodafone s group
R&D dinectol Mike Walken

Fcr mor* inf*rrnati*n, visit
http:/ /c0nfecences.iee.org

cei€S0Slwelccme.html
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Finger  on the pu lse o f  lD I
Acconding to UPEK {wurw.upek.com},
passwonds and PlNs ane the weak l inks in
security. The company, which is a Californian-
based spin-off from STMicnoelectnonics,
provides handware and softwane fon fingenprint
authentification, from sensons and companion
chips with firmware algorithms; dniven and
bioalgonithm software; application software fon
system and netwofk selvers to complete the
security chain.

In Eunope, the Touchsffip and TouchChip
silicon fingerrprint anea and stripe sensons,
companion pfocessons, USB neaders,
embedded biometnic subsystems, development
kits and application software, ane available, with
sales and technrcal support fnom WBC, a
specialist semiconducton distnibutor within
Avnet Electnonics {u*u*ru.wbc-eurnpe.coml.

As lT staff nepont spend an avenage of near.ly
half an houn a day dealing with passwond
problems, eliminating multiple passwonds can
only impnove pnoductivity. The biometnic manket
is expected to gnow at 40 per cent CAGR fnom
2004, when the industny was valued at
$1.2bi l l ion, to $4,6bi l l ion in 2008.

Biometnics offers benefits such as nothing to
forget, like PlNs, or to lose, such as keys and
smartcards. The biometric data can also not be
shared and is not equivocal. UPEK descrjbes it
as 'secuning the last mil imetre',  bui lding upon
existing digital secunity infrastructunes,

The si l icon senson uses best signal to noise in
an patented active capacitive sensing
technology. lt has a thick plastic coating as
pnotection, but is claimed to offer the best
image quali ty for al l  f ingens under al l  condit ions,
with a total area of 256 x 36omm, UPEK

slq.ttonl. dstlgn for 15 yrr

Mark Devon
UPEK


